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NEWSLETTER
January 2020
FUTURE EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
A very Happy New Year to all our members and
your families. I would also like to extend on behalf
of the association our very best wishes to our
friends in Valognes. Now that Brexit is nearly
“done”, I do hope 2020 will see perhaps a more
kinder world….we can always live in hope.

Friday, 7th February 2020, 7.30 pm

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
St Catherine’s Church Hall
There will be elections for officers and committee
members. Proposals for election to committee, with
names of a proposer and seconder, should be with the
Secretary at least 2 weeks before the meeting
Following the official business a complimentary
drink will be available and then a talk THE PRIEST’s HOUSE MUSEUM
- REVIVAL PROJECT
presented by JAMES WEBB, Curator

As we embark on a new decade, I think it is an
appropriate time to look and plan towards the
future. It was only recently that we celebrated our
50th Anniversary, and so I would like to know from
all our members how they see the association in the
next 10-20 yrs time. The Association has come a
long way over these past five decades and today it
is still a thriving, happy and enjoyable place to be
a member. However, what do we need to do now to
ensure its continued success. Many other
associations have either disappeared or seem to be
struggling, and we must listen to these warning
shots, and ensure we have plans in place to not
only continue but more importantly attract new
younger members.

Tuesday, 31st March, 7.30 pm

POISSON d’AVRIL
A Surprise Evening
St Catherine’s Church Hall

At the next AGM I shall be giving a short talk on
my views and those I have listened to over the year.
I would be extremely interested in hearing other
views from members.

Thursday, 30th April, 7.30 pm

The 2019 DREAMFLIGHT to FLORIDA
NEIL WHARFE recalls the experience
flyer with April newsletter

In 2020 we are all looking forward to hosting our
friends over the Folk Festival weekend. The
committee have listened to your responses and
come up with some new ideas for our social events.
I do hope you will find them interesting, enjoyable,
worthwhile and above all fun.

Weekend June 12/13/14

VISIT from VALOGNES
coinciding with the
WIMBORNE MINSTER FOLK FESTIVAL

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible
at February’s AGM

more information imminent

Best Wishes

David
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RECENT EVENTS
It was Wednesday, 6th November when we
gathered to listen to JUBILATE in CONCERT
- at St. Catherine’s Church Hall.
Sorry to say, not a very well supported event
but members attending thoroughly enjoyed
the well-chosen programme of music…and
also enjoyed a sociable interval giving the
opportunity for a drink and some ‘nibbles’;
and the chance to chat to the performers.
Some members will recall that Clara (floral
dress : 1st lady left of picture) and husband Colin
(the taller man behind her) entertained our
French friends during the visit dinner. They
styled their act as ‘A Bit of a Tonic’ and it’s hard to believe but the relevant newsletter write-up
removes any opportunity to disbelieve - it was 2012!

- and then the 6th of November suddenly became 6th December when there were more
than double the members in attendance at St. Catherine’s - fifty four in fact - for the
ever popular WINE EVENING hosted by Peter Rock - for the 22nd time!
Peter was in great form as he described his programme as A Toast to our European Friends.
- we tasted a Sparkling Cava from Spain, a Pinot Grigio from Rumania, an Elbling from
Germany's Mosel Valley, a Portuguese red from the Douro Valley and a Bulgarian
organic Shiraz.
Then it was supper washed down by a claret from Bordeaux and a Pecorino from Italy.
A raffle with plenty of good prices concluded another event which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.
But, Peter's looking for a replacement host. Don’t all rush at
once, please!
Certainly there is no lack
of enthusiasm for this
type of event in the preXmas
period,
not
necessarily
an
exact
copy of what’s been
before but maintaining
the clearly successful
ingredients including a
glass
of
wine
and
(pictures: Bob Remington)
something to eat.
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…and in VALOGNES
…... our French friends held their annual
BBQ on Saturday, 8th September at La
Ferme de Cabourg in Réville (near SaintVaast-la-Hougue) - (pictured right)
…... and their Christmas Party in the
Complexe Marcel-Lechanoine on
Wednesday 11th December (below).

…. And now to a lost piece of Parisian tradition regarding the

THE STRONGMEN OF LES HALLES
Recognisable by their blue blouses and enormous hats (the famous “coltin”), the strongmen
were handlers who carried goods from outside to inside the old Paris market halls. The hats
were equipped with lead linings which allowed them to carry heavy weights on their heads.
To get a job as a strongman, you had to be of French nationality, to have done your military
service, to have a clear police record, to measure at least 1.67 metres and to be able to carry
a 200 kg load over 60 metres. A Paris tradition held that the strongmen took the “muguet”
(lily of the valley) to the President of the Republic on the morning of every 1st of May.
They were the sort of aristocracy of the Halles. The profession had a strict hierarchy, the
bosses wearing a silver medal, whereas the ordinary
strongmen wore a simple copper medal.
The activities of the Halles were transferred to Rungis in
1969 and the corporation didn’t survive the move to the
new site. So this specialised profession has disappeared.
The old Halles were demolished and replaced by the
Forum des Halles, a shopping mall which attracts 150,000
visitors per day.

A little bit of Trivia on French language:
—-The longest word in the dictionary is intergouvernementalisations (27 letters). Not recognised though by the Académie française (miseries!)
—–The longest French word of all is the full chemical name for thiamine which has 49 letters:
aminométhylpyrimidinylhydroxyéthylméthythiazolium
—-The shortest French word with all the vowels is oiseau (bird) meanwhile oiseaux (birds) is
the longest word where you don't pronounce any of the letters individually.
—-Oeil (eye) is the only word that starts with a different letter when in plural yeux (eyes).
That French Academy, created in 1635, was the first body ever to rule over a language.
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d’AUREVILLY and his SHE-DEVILS
‘Les Diaboliques’ is a collection of short stories written by Jules-Amédée Barbey d'Aurevilly
and published in France in 1874. Each story features a woman who commits an act of violence,
or revenge, or some other crime. It is considered d'Aurevilly's masterpiece.
He was a writer who knew the town well and sympathised with the impecunious Valognese.
Born 2 November 1808 in Saint-Sauveur-le-Vicomte, part of Jules’ childhood was spent in
Valognes and he set many of his stories there. Jules was a romantic, a monarchist and a dandy.
A set of six tales ‘Les Diaboliques’ are a good introduction to his writing style and old
Valognes. Set in pre-revolution times they describe a stiff world of complex manners and
hidden debauchery.
In the ‘Crimson Curtain’ an old vicomte recalls ravishing the daughter of the family he is
billeted with as a young Lieutenant, with deadly results. ‘The Greatest Love of Don Juan’ asks
an old rogue; who was the love of his life, to the disquiet of past conquests seated around him.
‘Happiness in Crime’ is a timeless tale of beautiful people whose terrible, treacherous
behaviour goes unpunished. ‘At a Dinner of Atheists’ follows the chaos and horror caused by
the lies of an unfaithful wife. ‘A Woman’s Revenge’ is particularly brilliant. How can the wife of
an all-powerful, vile husband get her revenge in the most profound, if disturbing way?
Then there is ‘Le dessous de cartes d’une partie de whist’ ‘Beneath the Cards of a Game of
Whist’, set in L’ Hôtel de Beaumont The story
starts innocuously enough. A house party, a
man obsessed with cards, a woman who
appears to despise him. On the surface all is
sharply polite.
What goes on beneath
involves affairs, a mother’s jealousy,
poisoning and a decomposing discovery
under a planted bowl of highly perfumed
flowers. Readers may never look at Lily of the
Valley in the same way again.
Jules wrote these stories during the French
Second Empire, 18 years that began in 1852
with immense economic growth and ended
with huge social unrest and invasion by
Prussia in 1870. The Emperor was Louis
Napoleon, nephew of Napoleon I. After his
initial election he declared himself Emperor
Napoleon III, a head of state whose people had to rely on his benevolence rather than
democratic rights.
The Second Empire heralded a time of prosperity and decadence in Paris, but Cherboug
firmly replaced Valognes as the centre of commerce in the region and the old town didn’t regain
its 19th century popularity. Perhaps the new Empire with its shiny new bourgeoisie was a little
vulgar for Valognes; a place that revered God, monarchy and the lacquered veneer of respectability. In ‘Happiness in a Crime’ Jules described Valognes as ‘the last noble town in France’.
As the second empire began to tumble and France was at war with Prussia, Valognes rallied.
Its young men were sent to the front – many never to return. During that time between 1870/1
the Brothers of the Valognes monastery offered food and lodging to soldiers moving to and
from the camps at Beneville and Sortoville; regularly receiving 200 in a day, by the end of
February 1871 they had lodged over 3000 and tended to 250 sick and wounded [Brothers in the
Battlefield 1884).
By the time ‘Les Diaboliques’ was published in 1874 France was again a Republic. While
Jules continued to dream about a life as an idle aristocrat, his writing grated with the new
morality that followed defeat by the Prussians. The book was seized by the public prosecutor’s
office and Jules accused of “insulting public decency and morality, and complicity” – which
gives a good idea of just how entertaining the book is.
Jules defended himself by saying the stories demonstrated the battle of good against evil.
He won and the book was an assured success.
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MORE AWARDS for DACOMBES
In the 2019 ERT (Electrical Retailing Times)
Awards, our advertisers Dacombes of Wimborne
were extensive winners in the retailer categories,
picking up the coveted Turning Point Award
(awarded to the retailer that demonstrates initiative
and proven positive adaptation to their business
model) as well as the award for Best Independent Consumer Electronics
Retailer – Small.
Their success was revealed at a prestigious lunchtime ceremony at
London’s Grand Connaught Rooms on Monday 14th October 2019
(photo: Matt Renaut 3td right)

SADDLE UP on AMORY’s S’COOLBUS!
Is another world possible? How do we make
people aware of the green solutions which are
already available? Who can we look to to
transform our society?
Well, we can look to Amory Piquiot, for one. A
sporty young man who dreams of a society very
developed in harmony with nature. He imported
an idea from Holland to France. In Louviers, in
the Eure department, instead of a polluting school
bus, ‘s’coolbuses’, a type of electric-assisted cycle
bus, pick up and drop off children.
Wearing their compulsory helmets and
fluorescent yellow vests, tomorrow’s citizens are
starting off on the right foot and pedalling with
enthusiasm. They enjoy meeting up with their friends on the communal bike, it’s really cool! And
parents like the free service which saves them time in the mornings and evenings.
Congratulations to the Louviers authorities, the first in France, for signing a contract to finance
this green, educational and social project which encourages regular sporting activity. Good luck
to Amory and his friends who hope to expand the ‘s’coolbus’ fleet in other areas.
To find out more: https://www.scool-bus.org/ Watch the video on their site or on Youtube, it’s
worth it! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYVNxOYbe-0
(acknowledgement: saliannefrenchfocus)

France has its share of funny town names - but did you know of
this organisation intended to unite the mayors of all these towns?
It was founded in 2003 by Patrick Lasseube, former mayor (20012008) of Saint-Lys (near Toulouse), to bring together such French
municipalities in order to enhance their image.
Just one example is Saint Barbant - not sure if there ever was a
patron saint of boredom but if they existed they would probably
have come from this village (Saint Boring) in the Haute-Vienne
département, equidistant from Poitiers and Limoges
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Une résidence secondaire en France
by Chris Webb
Nous avons passé deux années agréables à visiter des destinations proches de la côte,
des Sables-d’Olonne en Vendée, à Dunkerque dans le Nord. Après avoir séjourné dans des
endroits aussi charmants que St-Vaast-la-Hougue, nous avons finalement choisi Calais. Ce n’est
pas un choix évident.
Comme nous avions des amis avec des maisons de vacances en France qui ne les visitaient
pas aussi souvent qu'ils le souhaitaient, nous avons décidé que l'accessibilité était une priorité.
En tant que professeur, j'ai eu l'occasion de passer des pauses de demi-trimestre et des
vacances plus longues en France, mais je voulais aussi y aller le week-end chaque fois que
possible. Habitant à Surrey, près de la M25, nous avions un accès facile par l'autoroute au
tunnel sous la Manche à Folkestone.
Finalement, nous avons trouvé une petite maison charmant à quinze minutes du tunnel,
sur le chemin de halage du canal, à mi-chemin entre Calais et St-Omer, loin des problèmes
d'immigrants désespérés qui tentent de se rendre en Angleterre. Une fois tous les quinze jours,
nous terminions le travail un vendredi et trois heures après avoir quitté la maison, nous
savourions un verre de vin devant notre propre feu de bois. Typiquement, un samedi, nous
allions au grand marché de St-Omer ou visitions les étals du quai à Calais, où le poisson était si
frais qu'il se retournait devant vous. Le dimanche, nous allions à notre restaurant préféré à
Graveline avant de préparer le feu de bois, prêt pour notre prochaine visite et à 20 heures nous
étions de retour au Tunnel, gagnant une heure avec le décalage horaire et rafraîchi pour la
semaine à venir.

61-63 Leigh Road,
Wimborne
01202 882615

Lisa will welcome you at -

open: Monday - Saturday
7.30am to 4.30pm
10a, Mill Lane, Wimborne, BH21 1JQ
phone: 0781 6462 184
all day breakfast, lunches, teas
6

Having entered a new decade it was tempting to look back to the January 2010 edition and see what was published at
that time. The following appeared being an article from BRENDA COSSTICK, her second article in fact. Brenda is a
former Paris G.P. and who, despite being now in her 90’s still supports our events largely thanks to the assistance
provided by daughter and son-in-law Pamela and Ed Camp

The Hertford British Hospital - Paris
In the October 2009 edition our member, and ex-resident of Paris, Brenda Cosstick wrote on the connection between that

city and the Wallace family. Here she gives more information specifically about the Hertford British Hospital founded by
Sir Richard Wallace in 1871 and still active today -

During the siege of Paris in 1871, besides providing an ambulance service and those fountains, Sir Richard
Wallace organised the construction and endowment of the Hertford British Hospital situated in Levallois-Perret,
convenient for the suburbs and central Paris. It was inaugurated by the British Ambassador in 1879 and provided
care for British and French sick and wounded during both the wars of 1914-18 and 1939-45. It was placed at the
disposal of the French Red Cross from 1940-44, then the British Red Cross till May 1946 following which it
reverted to civilian management. Owing to financial difficulties it closed in 1950 but was then enlarged and
modernised prior to reopening in 1957. It signed a covenant with the French Social Service and became an
Etablissement Hôpitalier Conventioné.
The management committee consists largely of members of the British Community and the majority of the
nursing staff are British trained S.R.N’s, now only fifteen. In 1978 a resident British doctor was appointed and
one is still in attendance. Consultants are French.
In 1982 the Queen Mother opened a new wing (Brenda was there. Ed!)
A director, Peter Howard, has written a history of the hospital and at the book launch, in September 2009, the
Mayor of Levallois and the present Marquis of Hertford were present.
A move to demolish the château-like frontage has recently been stopped by the French authorities and it
has been declared a monument classé.

Now a report dated Sunday 5 January 2020
In its 151st year The Hertford British Hospital is still an active
charity and from 2008 the hospital started to serve a new role.
The French authorities, as part of a national plan, encouraged
the two hospitals in the Levallois area to regroup. The medical
activities of the neighbouring Hôpital Notre Dame du Perpétuel
Secours and the Hertford British Hospital were merged to create
the Institut Hospitalier Franco-Britannique. Like the HBHC,
Perpétuel Secours dates back to the 1870s, and the new Institute
was run by trustees of the two charities under the supervision of
the French Health Authorities.
At 4, rue Kléber is the main Accident and Emergency unit and
the departments of general medicine, orthopaedic and digestive
The original Hertford British Hospital
surgery, cancerology, rheumatology .
building of 1879 still stands today
At 3, rue Barbès are the departments of gynaecology, obstetrics,
paediatrics and neo-natality. In addition there are radiology
departments, medical laboratories and physiotherapy facilities on both sites.
From March 1 2019, the Hôpital Franco-Britannique has a new management structure formed by linking
of the Œuvre du Perpétuel Secours with the Fondation Cognacq-Jay to form the Hôpital FrancoBritannique GCS* IHFB – Cognacq-Jay.
Thanks to this new grouping, an ambitious renovation programme, notably the construction of a new
17,000 m2 building for the gynaecology, obstetrics, paediatrics and neo-natality functions and the building
of new operating theatres is planned to be finished by 2024.
The HBHC itself has other interests at 12, rue Barbès, notably the International Centre for Dermatology,
specialising in melanoma screening. The Charity also provides premises at this address for the British
Charitable Fund.
For those seeking to learn more about Sir Richard Wallace and the history of the Hertford British Hospital,
one of the Corporation's Trustees, that Peter Howard complete history of its Hospital is entitled "Sir
Richard Wallace - Le Millionaire Anglais de Paris - and The Hertford British Hospital." The proceeds
from this work go to the Charity (this is the same Wallace as the lead instigator of London’s superb Wallace
Collection Ed.)
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BRITTANY FERRIES - Concessions
Discounts are available for WVTA members.
Please note however that these
arrangements apply only to sailings on the Poole/Cherbourg, Portsmouth/Caen,
Portsmouth/Le Havre and Portsmouth/Cherbourg crossings, not to services elsewhere.
Against standard terms, 50% discounts will be available for crossings with up to 72 hours
ashore in France. For a longer time ashore in France a 10% discount will apply (but note
- from Ist July to 31st August, 50% discount will not be available).
Payment by credit/debit card and discounts are not applicable to instances where the
reservation already attracts other discounts. Nor do they apply to special offers, e.g. 24
hour terms or 2-for-the-price-of-1 promotions, nor on packages including accommodation
and/or car hire, nor on crossings booked online or through travel agents.
To book - at least 3 days ahead of travel - email Mrs Nikki Dilawershah at nikki.dilawershah@brittanyferries.com
- confirming that you are a member of WVTA, the sailings requested, and
a daytime phone/mobile number.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
in this newsletter- £15 or 25 euros a year ; Includes free entry on our web site www.wvta.org.uk

WVTA members
private adverts are FREE
Contact Norman Payne, 61 Fontmell Rd, Broadstone, BH18 8NN, tel : +44 (0)1202 695179
Les publicités commerciales dans ce bulletin ainsi que sur notre site Internet ne coûtent que 25 euros par an.
Les annonces à titre privé des membres des associations de jumelage sont gratuites.

Local French language courses

WVTA COMMITTEE
(all phone numbers bar one on area code 01202)

Weekly U3A self-help group
contact Groups Secretary
tel: 01258 840622
or get a U3A leaflet from the library at
Colehill, Wimborne or Corfe Mullen,
or visit www.wimborneu3a.org.uk

Beginners, “refreshers”,
improvers, GCSE
one-to-one, or small groups
- contact Christina Phillippo
tel: 01202 699075
(fully qualified French teacher)
The Twinning Websites
Wimborne - www.wvta.org.uk
Valognes www.sites.google.com/site/cjvalogneswimborne/
Dorset Twinning Association - www.twinning.org.uk

President:
David Emes
07885 791368
president@wvta.org.uk

Treasurer:
Peter Brooks 619892
treasurer@wvta.org.uk

Newsletter & Exchanges:
Norman Payne 695179
editor@wvta.org.uk

Secretary:
Norman Payne 695179
secretary@wvta.org.uk

Others:
Maya Chatterjee
Bobbie Chinnick
Sue Hansen
Derek Henderson
Anne King
Tricia Shearlock
Chris Webb
Mike Wharfe

Archivist :
Malcolm Lowe 694037
20 Edwina Drive,
Poole, BH17 7JG
Town Council Representative: Louise Hinks
Membership Secretary: Velda Payne 695179
membership@wvta.org.uk
Webmaster: Graham Richards 01258 857341
webmaster@wvta.org.uk

The newsletter is edited and set by Norman Payne - tel: 01202 695179
e-mail:editor@wvta.org.uk or clear copy
deadlines : 15 Dec, 15 8Mar, 15 June, 15 Sept

